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Co1 een Hoover

he doesrit. I glance at him in the rearview mirror' and he's staring at

me with a raised brow.

"stealing roadside memorials has to be some kind of bad karma'

You sure you want to take that?"

I look away from him and lie' "Yes' I'm the one who put it there "

I can still feel him staring at me as he pulls back onto the road'

My new apartment is only two miles from here' but it's in the oppo-

site direction from where I used to live' I dont have a car' so I decided to

fir-rcl a place closer to downtown this time so I can walk to work' If I can

even 6nd a job. Iill be difficult with mv history and lack of experience'

,\nd, according to the cabdriver, the bad karma l'm probably carrving

around right norv.

Stealing Scotrys memorial might be bad karma' but one could

argue that ieaving a memorial up for a guy who verbally expressed his

hatred for roadside memorials could be bad karma as well' Thais u'hy

I had the driver take the detour down this back road' I knew Grace

probably left something at the location of the wreck' and I felt I owed

ir to Scotry to remove lt'

"Cash or card?" the driver asks'

I look at the meter and pull cash and a tip out of my purse and hand

it to him after he parks' Then I grab my suitcase and the wooden cross

I iust stole and make my way out of the cab and up to the building'

My new apartment isnt part of a huge complex' It's just a sin-

gle-standing .r.tit f"ttked by an abandoned car lot on one side and a

convenience store on the other' Pllwood covers a downstairs window'

Beer cans in various stages of decay litter the properry' I kick one aside

-so that it doesnt get stuck in the wheels of my suitcase'

The place looks even worse than it did online' but I expected as

n-ruch. The landlor,l didnt even ask for my name when I called to see

if they had any vacancies' She said' "\7e always have vacancies' Bring

cash; I'm in apartment one'" Then she hung up'

Rem r rc e.-

I knock on aparrment one. Therr
me. Itt so morionless I start to rvonde
and slinks away.

The door opens, and an older. r-

a disgruntled look abour her. She ha.

smeared to her nose. "I don't need ani
I stare at the lipstick, noting ho.,

hugging her mouth. "I called last r..e.
youd have one available."

Recognition flashes on the $.orn,

a hmpb sound while looking me up aj

look like this."

I don't know what to make of he
jeans and T-shirt while she walks as,a,,

She comes back with azipper pouch
month's renr is due today."

I count out the money and hanci .

She laughs, stuffing the cash into :
six." She points a finger up. "Thars ri:
go to bed early."

"'W.hat utilities are included:'
"Whter and trash, but you co\.e: .

three days to get it switched inro r.oui :
light company."

Fucb. Three days to come up *.j1.-.

my decision ro come back so soon. bu: ,,

tional housing, I had two choices: spen;
in that town, or drive the three hundre ;
in this one.

I d rather be in the town that holc.
to Scotty.



,

llors or
palrauuor acuo aldoad aqr IIE splorl rer{r u^ .or eql ur rq rarller p,J

.euo srqt ur
.,(auour ,4.tu Ip puads pue selru parpunr{ rarqt eqt a^rrp lo ,u.&tot leql ur
a IArns ot Surlrr lauoru ltu 1p puads :safroqr o_l\t peq 1 

,Bursnoq puorr
-rsuErl ruor3 paseelal se,,ll I ueq,l tnq .uoos os IlEq etuol ot uorsrcap du
uorrsanb ol Suruels ur,l iggz$ gtr,n dn auro) ot s.[ep aa:t11 .4cng

,,dueduroc rq8rl
aqt or.{gg olrl sr trsodaC .aruEu 

-rnol otur paqrtr..\\s rr ra8 ot sftp eerqr
a,teq nol-,,,,rou uo sll .JrJtfale raaoc nol tng .qsert prrE JatErK,,

,.iPaPnJlur rrP seurlnn rPqlN,,

,,t1rea peq or oE
I'u.&\op rr daal os.eru a,,,.oqe rq8r-r s,reql,, .dn ra8ug E sturod'eqs,,.xrs
luatul-rede ur er,no1, .gcnod raq olur r{sel aql Bugnrs ,r.18rr1 

"q"g' .,aeseal ou sr-reql,, .raq ol tr puerl pue lauou aqt tno tunof I

lser pue rslrc .qruou e rgy aa1g,, .r,nod rri#H;f#:i::r'# 'spuof,es,{\eJ E roJ roop Jr{t ruo:3 de.ra.e DIIe.4^ aqs rlrr{.&\ lrus-J pue suee(
&u re u,trop Iool I 

.lueururor rarl3o a>IELU ot teq,{\.&\ou>I tuop I
,,.snJl r>lrl >JooJ

ot nol lcedxa l.uplC,, 'u.r\op puE dn aur Buqool alrqrr\ punos qdutt; e
se>lBrl aqs 'erEJ alry-aunrd suEuro.^^ or{t uo saqseu uorlru8o:ag

pres no^'ruaturrede uE lnoq, raa^\ rspr r.,rJ: ]':H":#:r;H; sePIUIr,/( eql otul Surpealq s.tr .{\oq Burrou .1crrsdr1 aqt tE arels J

.,'3ur11as arnol Bunplue peeu luop I,, .esou rll ot parerrus
>1crrsdr1 PUE rrBq raq ur sralrnl seq aqs .rarl tnoqe 1oo1 papun_r8srp e
qtr,&\ aur te dn sarets uetuo.{\ lurr taplo ue pue .suado roop arrl

le,tr.e s1ur1s pue
qurlq tr ueqt tnq ,anlets e s,rlJI repuo^r ol trEts I ssaluortour os slI .aLU

le 3ur-rrts.&\opur,\\ aqt ur tEf r saleql .Juo tuarutJedr ro 1ro.r1 1

ulll1o s_/eputu-teg

aplsB tuoPF 1 'lrradord aqr rannlr
',$oPu.IA SJIEfsuAop ? sla^of, Poo IId
E PrrB aPIs euo uo lol rt, PeuoPuEq" 

I

-urs e tsn( qr1 'xeldruoo a8nq e Yo rr:
:Surppnq arp or dn PrrB qer aFJor

ssoJf, uapoo,t\ aqr PuE esrf,lms du qef
puer{ pue asrnd druyo rno dP u Pue P

T

pa,,lao I llal I PUE 'Ifal,$ arFJo uoFo
sfBrD d\alrrl I 'P"oJ {f,?q snfl ufloP .l

,(gr'r s.reg1 '[lei\' sE 
"turu{ 

PDq rq PIrrc

srg passardxa ,fJeqra,r oq,r rftr8 e ro; d

plno, euo rnq '"urrs{ Puq aq l@u



Col een Hoover

The woman takes a step back into her aPartment' "Welcome to

Paradise Apartments. I'll bring you a kitten once you get settled'"

I immediately Put my hand on her door to Prevent her from closing

it. "Wait. Vhat? A kitten?"

"Yeah, a kitten. Like a cat, but smaller"'

I step away from her <loor like it'li somehow Protect me from what

she lust said. "No, thank you' I dont want a kitten'"

"I have too manY'"

"I dont want a kitten," I rePeat'

"Who wouldn't want a kitten?"

/vle.

She huffs, Iike my response is compieteiy unreasonable' "I'll make

you a deal," she says. "I'll leave the electric on for two weeks if you take

a kitten." What in the helt kind of pLace is tbis? "Fine"' she says' respond-

ing to my siience as if it's a negotiation tactic' "The month' I'll leave the

electric on for the whole month if you just take one kitten'" She walks

into her aPartment but leaves the door open'

I dont wanr a kitten at all, ever, but not having to spend $250 on

an electriciry deposit this month would be worth several kittens'

She reappears with a small biack-and-orange kitten' She places it

in my hands. "There ya go' My name is Ruth if you need anything' but

try not to need anything'" She goes to close her door again'

"IWait. Can you teil me where I can find a pav phone?"

She chuckles. "Yeah, back in 2005'" She closes her door completely'

The kitten meows' but it's not a sweet meow' It sounds more like a

cry for help. "You and me both"' I mutter'

I make my way toward the stairs with my suitcase and my ' ' ' kit-

ten. Maybe I should have held out a few more months before coming

back here. I worked to save up just over $2'000' but most of that was

spent on moving here' I should have saved up more' \fhat if I dont

find a job right away? And now I'm taske<L with the responsibiliry of

keeping a kitten alive'

4

Rem i nder.

My life just became ren rimes mc
I make it up to the apartment u,it

I insert the key in the lock and har-e

door and get the key to turn. V4ren .

aparrmenr, I hold my breath, afraid o
I flip on the light switch and lo

slowly. There's nor much of a smell. T
There's a couch in the living roo:

A small living room, an even smalle

bedroom. Itt an efficiency aparrmenr
small the toilet touches the tub.

The place is a dump. A five-hundr
but itt a step up for me. I've gone fior_-

foot cell with a roommare, to lir.ing
roommates, to a five-hundred-square-r,

I'm twenry-six years old, and this :

lived somewhere alone. Itt both rerri:,
I dont know if I can afford this pi.

going to try. Even if that means appl.,,-

Having my own apartmenr can .
case to the Landrys. It'll show I'm inc.
pendence will be a struggle.

The kitten wanrs down, sc.r i pur i.
She walks around, crying out for ul:,:,
pang in rny chest as I watch her sear;._-

back home. A way back to her morh.:
She looks like a bumblebee, or -.c:

her black and orange splotches.
"\Mhat are we going to name r oui
I know she'll more than likeh o. :

think about it. I take the responsibili..
The last tirne I was responsibie tor ::..
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Colleen Hoover

seriously than I've ever taken anything' That could have been because

the whole time I sat in my cell during my Pregnancy' all there \\'as Io

do was think about babY names'

I chose the name Diem because I knew as soon as I was released' I

was going to make my way back here and do everything in ml' Po\\'e r

to find her.

Here I am.

CarPe Diem.

CHAPTEF

Lroc

I m pulling my truck into the allev behr

polish still on the fingernails of mr-ris
dress-up with a four-year-old lasr nisir:

At least the purple marches m\,\\.,.
Roman is tossing bags of trash ir::

truck. He sees rhe gift sack in mr.har
reaches fbr it. "Let me guess. Coffee n

It's a coffee mug. It always is.

He doesn't say thank you. He ne,. -
\We dont acknowledge the sobrie ...

him one every Friday. This is the nrr::-
I should probably stop because :r. .

but I'm too far in to give up nou. IJ-.
sober, and I've been holding on ro rjrr:
for a while now. It's a Denver Bronct,. -

Roman gestures toward the back ;
inside harassing other customers. \bu r:::

That's odd. \7e don't normalir- ::,
this early in the evening. It isn'r e\ -: !

sitting?"
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Colleen Hoover

"Next to the iukebox." His eyes fall to my hand' "Nice nails' n'ran'"

"Right?" I hold up my hand and wiggle my fingers' "she did pretn-

good for a four-Year-old."

I open the back door of the bar and am met with the grating sound

of my f"rori,. song being slaughtered by Ugly Kid Joe through the

loudspeakers.

Surely not.

I walk through the kitchen and into the bar and immediately spot

them. They're hunched over the jukebox' I quietly make my way over

to them and see she's punching in the same four nutnbers again and

again. I look over their shoulders at the screen while they giggle like

mischievouschildren...Cat,sintheCradle,,issettoplaythirry-sixtimes

1n a row.

I clear my throat' "You think this is funny? Forcing me to listen to

the same song for the next six hours?"

My father spins around r,l'hen he hears my voice' "Ledger!" He prrl[s

meinforahug.Hesmellslikebeerandmotoroil.Andlimes,maybe?
Are they drunk?

My mother backs away from the jukebox' "\(/e were trying to fix

it. \Me didnt do this."

"Sure, you didn't." I pull her in for a hug'

They never announce when thefre going to show up' They just

appear and stay a day or two or three and then head out in their RV

agaln.

Their showing up drunk is nevi, though' I glance over my shoulder'

and Roman is behind the bar now' I point to my Parents' "Did you do

this to them, or did they show up this way?"

Roman shrugs. "A little of both"'

"It's our anniversar%" my mother says' "We're celebrating'"

"I hope you guYs didnt drive here'"

"We didnt," my father says' "Our car is with the RV in the shop

getting routine maintenance' so we took a Lyft'" He Pats my cheek'

B

Rem ro:.-

"\Tanted to see you, but weve been h,

show up, and now we're leaving becau
"This is why you should .\\-arn r.

have a life."
"Did you remember our annir-e:.:
"Slipped my mind. Sorry."
"Told you," he says ro my morhe :
My mother reaches into her pock-.
They bet on almost everythins. 1,,

remember. Every football game I'r.e e...

they've just been passing rhe same te :

several years.

My father holds up his empn.ela.
bartender."

I take his glass. "How about an

jukebox and make my way behind ti:.
I'm pouring two glasses of r.'arer

looking somewhat lost. She glances a:

been here before, and then when sh.
opposite end of the bar, she makes a i.

I stare at her the enrire rime she's ...,

her so hard I accidentally overfill rhe S.=
I grab a rowel and wipe up rrv mc:i. '.,

looking at the girl. Then at me. Ther :
Shit. The last thing I need is tbr r=:

tomer. She tries to play matchmaktr :.
imagine how bad the tendencr. n-riqh: :

get them out ofhere.

I take the warers ro rhem and rh;:.
"You guys should go down to Jake's S:.-
Walk there so you can sober up on th-
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Col een lloover

..Youaresonice.,,Sheclutchesatherchestdramaticallyandlooks

at my father. 
,,Benji, we did so weli with him. Let's go celebrate our

parenting with his credit card."

"We did tlo well with him," my father says in agreement' "\tre

should have more kids."

"Menopause, honey. Remember when I hated you for an entire

vear?" My rnother grabs her purse, and they take the glasses of water

with them as theY go.

"tMe should get rib eye since he's paying"' my father mutters as

I gladb uolunteer as tribute.

"'Wllat can I get You?" I ask her'

"Vater and a Diet Coke, please'" She doesnt look up at me' so I

back away to fulfill her order. She's still writing in her notebook when I

return with her drinks. I try to get a glimpse of what she's writing' but

she closes her notebook and lifis her eyes. "Thank. . ." She pauses in the

middle of wtrat I think is her attempt at saying thank vou' She mutters

the word you and sticks the straw in her mouth'

She seems fustered.

I want to ask her lluestions' like what her name is and where she's

from, but I've learned over the years of owning this place that asking

questions of lonely people in a bar can quickly turn into conversations

I have to maul my waY out of.

But most of the people who come in here dont capture my atten-

tion like she has. I gesture toward her rwo drinks and say' 'Are you

waiting for someone else?"

She pulls both drinks closer. 
..Nope. 

Just thirsry.,, She breaks eye

contact with me and leans back in her chair, pulling her notebook with

her and giving it all her attention'

Rem nde.s:

I can take a hint. I walk to rhe or

Pflvacy.

Roman rerurns from the kitchen a:r

tion. "\7ho's she?"

"I don't know, but she isn't u.earin

your type."

"Very funny."
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